WILLIAM MORELL
A " Cavalier " Doctor and Fraudulent Impersonator^ who
continued his Cheats even after his Death in 1700
WILLIAM MORELL was born at Banbury, in Oxford-
shire, of very reputable parents, in 1650. He was
put apprentice to a surgeon as soon as his father thought
him fit for servitude. He went through the usua] time, with
abundance of satisfaction to his master and honour to him-
self, having acquired a knowledge beyond what is commonly
found in young theorists. He understood anatomy very
well, and would reason finely upon all the systems of the
human economy. All this knowledge was afterwards con-
firmed and increased by practice when he came to set up
at Banbury, on the death of his master, where he continued
some time in very great reputation, which he really deserved
both for his penetration and diligence. What put an end to
his living here was his running beyond his income, though
that was large, and exposing himself daily to vexatious suits
and arrests, till at last he was obliged to leave the place and
seek his fortune.
The first means that presented itself to his thought was
turning quack and travelling the country as a mountebank;
for which profession he was the more fit as he -was very
capable of performing such manual operations as these
impostors generally pretend to, and of letting the judicious
see that he understood something, if the family should ever
challenge him to a trial of skill, as it frequently happened.
He was resolved, however, not to do any hurt with the
medicines he sold, as a great many ignorant fellows do,
who destroy the lives of others purely to maintain their own,
To this end he made up a quantity of very innocent pills
with a little fine flour and treacle, making use of the same
powder to roll them in as other physicians do. These pills
were a sovereign remedy for all internal distempers whatso-
ever. They were the only specific under the sun, and took
up, as he said, a great deal of time, as well as expense, in
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